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Greetings

Ishoken (Tajimi City Pottery Design and Technical Center) was established in October 1959, transferring
operations from the Minoyaki Overglaze and Enamel Decoration Research Center. Since the first
students mastering the Ishoken training program graduated in March 1960, more than 1,000 young
people have graduated and have been active as ceramists or designers.

Tajimi City forms the largest ceramics production region in Japan with neighboring cities, Toki and
Mizunami. This region is called MINO and the ceramic produced in this area is called “Minoyaki” or MINO
ware, which ranges from tableware, tiles for architects, to tea bowls for tea ceremonies, which are
represented by “Shino Ware” and“Oribe Ware” History of the“Minoyaki” goes back in time to the
beginning of the 7th century when “Sue Ware” was first made. Since then the Mino ceramic industry has
continued over 1,400 years to the present day.

Furthermore, besides Minoyaki’s long history and tradition, The 1st International Ceramics Festival Mino,
Japan, was held in 1986. Many works were submitted from all over the world. Since then the Festival has
been held every three years with the theme of “-From You, From Now, From Here.” In 2024, it celebrated
the 13th edition. In the history of competitions, a lot of Ishoken’s graduated students had won various
prestigious prizes including the grand prize.

Tajimi City aims to send information on “Minoyaki” overseas and to attract young people from all over
the world, who are engaged in the ceramic industry and aim to be ceramists. Ishoken has a track record
of accepting students from 50 different countries (including 33 countries arranged by Japan
International Cooperation Agency and 12 other countries). Why don’t you join us in Ishoken in Tajimi
City, the leading ceramics center of the world in both industrial applications and creating cultural works
of beauty? We will be looking forward to welcoming YOU and working with full of passion for pottery.

Nakashima Harumi
Director
Ishoken (Tajimi City Pottery Design and Technical Center)
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Curriculum [2 features of the training course]

1. Providing a Wide Range of Technical Guidance

Minoyaki, as Mino Ware refers to Japanese pottery that was
produced in Mino region, has a diverse technique more than other
region. Minoyaki produces both products clay and porcelain;
forming techniques by manual, throwing wheel and plaster molds;
painting decorations by under glazing and over glazing; Japanese
style dishes and western style; from traditional to contemporary
ceramic art. Based on this, Ishoken offers courses that include
wide range of techniques and provide to students facilities and
materials for training.

2. Fostering Creativeness that Opens up to a New Era of Design
Instruction

People may have impression of ceramics being a traditional
technique that is passed down through generations. At Ishoken, we
have a high regard for reviewing ceramics from a new modern
perspective, as well as for mastering the techniques and gaining
knowledge to create ceramics. The policy for every course is “for
students to take into account the inherent features of ceramic and to
explore the pottery from a contemporary way of design”. With this
policy in mind, we hope for students to acquire a capacity to
create ceramics that is “of outstanding originality and yet uniquely
ceramic”.
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Course Description

Ishoken offers 3 courses : the Design Course, the Craft Course and the Ceramics Lab. The Design and
the Craft courses are Two-years program. The Ceramics Lab is a one-year program intended for
individuals who have already acquired the Intermediate knowledge and skills of ceramics.

The Ceramics Lab accepts applications through both a regular selection process for Japanese
applicants and a “Special Selection for International Applicants.”

Ceramics Lab [including International Student Admissions]

In this program, each research student spends one year engaging in in-depth production and
research based on their individual creative themes. Within an international environment,
participants deepen their research and develop the skills needed to succeed globally.

Project 1 / First semester’s work (training period @ April to July in 2027)
Project 2 / Graduation work (training period : August 2027 to February 2028)

*Projects and exhibitions are conducted in accordance with each student’s research theme.

Facilities for students

[Kilns] Gas kiln (1.0m, 0.4m) / Electric kiln (30 kw, 20 kw,15kw,10 kw) / Electric kiln for overglaze (Skw, 3 kw)
[Forming Equipment] Wheels (30) / Vacuum pug mill (2) / Casting slip mixer (2)

[Plaster Equipment] Plaster wheel (10) / Plaster vacuum mixer

[Glazing Equipment] Spray booth / Compressor [Raw Materials Preparation Equipment] Pot mill

[Design Equipment] Computers for Design (6) / 3D printer/ 3D scanner
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Application requirements
1. Training period / One year [April 2027 - March 2028]

The Mayor may approve a one-year extension for qualified applicants.

2. Admission quota / Around 5 persons

3. Entrance qualification

1. Age: from 20 to 40

* Applicants must have been born between 2 April 1986 and 1 April 2007]

2. Intermediate understanding of ceramics or some equivalent qualifications.

3. Mast show interest and dedication to participate in the ceramics field in the future.
4. Must be well-conducted and eager to study.

5. Foregin nationality, and have been living in Japan for less than 7 years.

*Intermediate level of communication skills in English or Japanese.
. Application method

The screening for “International Student Admissions” applicants will be based on submission
of application documents by Email.

. Training Fees

1.Training fee / 242,000 yen (per year)

2.Admission fee / 127,500 yen (including a 65,000 yen admission support fee)
3.International student support fee / 120,000 yen (Living and activity support)

4.Special practical training fee for international students / 120,000 yen (Special programs on Japanese
ceramics and culture)

* The training fees listed above are non-refundable once paid.
* The training fees listed above should be paid after the entrance ceremony.

BEERE
T HHEHART/ 1 £/ (2027.4 ~ 2028.3)

N

4,

5

L. MRAUSICES L ROIEE, JSHERFECRO LI v I RIRFREL LTH
AT BT ENTE B,

. B/ b ANEE

. AFTER

(1) Sipim 20 mA L 40 AT O&E
(1986 £ 4 B 2 Ah5 2007 £ 4 B 1 BXTICHEDE)

(2) FHAYI—REET LLEREHHI—R2ET LBEE L EINS0E EASRED
HMBRUKED B2 ERBHENZE

(3) BRRIEICET 2EBICHEL. RERBELLS T 5%

(4) REAETH> T, WRCHBEEET 5H

(B) NEFEZHEI2ETH>T. BAFEENMRRBRE 7 FUTTH2E
*HAREE L SRECERREN TEDE

HiFETTA

NEAFAEZ HEEOAFHRIGERRE X—USHMIULTRE) &BDET,

. HER

(1) =88/ 242,000 F (F%)

(2) AFTEL/ 127,500 A3 (APT<iE# 65,000 HED)

(3) SAEAEEZEFHEL/ 120,000 3 FHEFEF DEERVEBDIE)

(4) AEAFRIRE R/ 120,000 B (HEDBE=XEICEE Y 2 555K E %K)
k—BA S nic EEETHEEIRETE T A,
* _EECHHMEE OIS RFE X AR & 2D £



Dates for Priority Applications 2027-28

1.Timeline Application Opens: September 1, 2026 (8:30 AM, Japan Standard Time)
Application Deadline: October 2,2026 (5:00 PM, Japan Standard Time)
Notification of Results: October 30, 2026

2. Application Documents

<Application Documents must be submitted by PDF attachments via email.>

Submission Deadline: October 2, 2026 (5:00 PM, Japan Standard Time)

*All documents must be written in either English or Japanese.

1. Application Form [prescribed format] *Please download the prescribed form from our website.

2. Certificate of Graduation or Expected Graduation (Final Education)

3. Academic Transcript (Final Education)

4. Medical Certificate [prescribed format or issued by a medical institution with the same test items; must

beissued on or after April 2026]

5. Recommendation letter (from a university professor, mentor, etc.)
*The recommender’s background must be included.

6. Curriculum Vitae (CV) [A4 size, maximum one double-sided page]

7. Copy of your passport (“ID” page and all “immigration records”)

8. Documentary examination documents

(1) Essays
- Essay 1: “Your Approach to Creative Practice” [A4 size, maximum one double-sided page]
- Essay 2: “Research Theme at Ishoken” [A4 size, maximum one double-sided page]

(2) List of Works [prescribed format] “Please download the prescribed form from our website.

(3) Photographs of 5 works (3 images per work)
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Procedure after the pass

Ishoken is not an educational institution under the Japanese School Education Act. Therefore,
during the training period, students will stay in Japan under a “Cultural Activities” visa, not a
student visa. Successful applicants must obtain a Cultural Activities visa before coming to Japan.

*Avisa is required to enter Japan.

*To obtain a visa, a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is required. Ishoken will apply for the COE on behalf
of the applicant, so please prepare and submit the designated application form and the required
documents by the designated deadline.

*Once issued, the COE will be sent to the successful applicant by Ishoken. Applicants must then apply
for their visa individually.

“Under a Cultural Activities visa, employment in Japan (including the sale of artworks) is not
permitted. In addition to the training fees, applicants must prepare sufficient funds for living
expenses for one year (at least approximately 1,950,000 yen).

*We will provide support with procedures and accommodation after your arrival in Japan.

All correspondence concerning admissions to “Ishoken”
should be addressed to:

ishoken

Postal Address: 2-77, Misaka-cho, Tajimi-shi, Gifu, 507-0803 Japan
Email: ishoken-jinzai@city.tajimi.lg.jp
https://www2.city.tajimi.lg.jp/ishoken/08_admission/int_top.html
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